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F.  Glossary  (sources:   2008 BSC IR, NCATE glossary)
Accuracy in Assessment  - The assurance that key assessments are of the appropriate type and content such that they measure what they purport to measure. To this end, the assessments should be aligned with the standards and/or learning proficiencies that they are designed to measure.  

Assessment -  An evaluated activity or task used by a program or unit to determine the extent to which specific learning proficiencies, outcomes, or standards have been mastered by candidates. Assessments usually include an instrument that details the task or activity and a scoring guide used to evaluate the task or activity. 
Assessment Data - Quantified information communicating the results of an evaluative activity or task designed to determine the extent to which candidates meet specific learning proficiencies, outcomes, or standards.
Evaluation -  formal testing and information assessment to obtain information for making instructional decisions, providing feedback to students, and determining grades
Institutional Standards -  Standards set by the institution that reflect its mission and identify important expectations for candidate learning that may be unique to the institution’s professional education unit. 
Performance-based Assessment - comprehensive assessment documenting teacher candidates' ability to demonstrate their proficiencies in subject, professional, and pedagogical knowledge, skills, and dispositions, including their abilities to have positive effects on student learning.
Teacher candidates -  college students preparing to be teachers--students in our teacher preparation programs.
Unit Operations - Activities undertaken by the unit pertaining to governance, planning, budget, personnel, facilities, services and procedures such as advising and admission, and resources that support the unit's mission in preparing candidates.

Unit Assessment – Activities measuring unit operations as well as degree-granting programs.  

Unit - The college, school, department, or other administrative body with the responsibility for managing or coordinating all programs offered for the initial and advanced preparation of teachers and other school personnel, regardless of where these programs are administratively housed. Also known as the “professional education unit.”  


