General Questions

Q: Why am I on academic probation?
A: Academic probation serves as a warning that you are in academic jeopardy; that is, you are currently not in good academic standing. It is Buffalo State College policy that all students must maintain a cumulative GPA of 2.0 to be in good academic standing.  If you fail to do so, you are placed on academic probation.  If you are an undeclared student, you must go to the Academic Intervention office (SW 100), if you are in an approved program (SSSP, STAR, EOP), please see your designated advisor.  Majors, please see your departmental advisor.

Q: How do I know if I have been placed on Probation?
A: As an undeclared student, you will receive a letter from the Academic Standards office in early-January, regarding your status for the spring semester and late May regarding your status for the fall semester.  University College will send a letter to the address of record with the college (and failing to check that address for mail does not negate the dismissal/probation process, nor will it be an excuse for missing the dismissal appeals deadline).

Q: What is required as a probationary student?
A: If you are assigned to an AI advisor, please go to the program requirements.  All other programs (SSSP, STAR, and EOP) please see your advisor.

Q: What do I do if my academic status is incorrect?
A: BSC records are updated immediately after grades are recorded at the end of the semester. Although your cumulative GPA is updated automatically if there is a grade change or late grade recorded we will not be aware of this in time unless you inform us.  Thus, if you believe that your status is incorrect, please call the Academic Intervention office at (716) 878-5451 and speak to an advisor.

Q: Are my parents notified about my academic status?
A: Although we encourage you to be open and honest with your parents about your academic situation, we respect your right to privacy and do not notify your parents of your probation status. We send our notification letters to the student’s listed address. The letter will be addressed to you but we have no control over who opens mail which is addressed to the recipient.

Q: If a prospective employer looks at my transcript, can she see that I was on probation?
A: No, your probation status will not appear on your official transcript.

Q: If I take courses elsewhere, will that raise my GPA at BSC?
A: No, only courses taken at BSC will affect your GPA. Transfer courses may count toward graduation requirements but are not factored into your BSC GPA.

Q: I’m a parent. How can I get my student’s grades?
A: Due to the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) of 1974, we are unable to provide you with your student's grades unless your student has given the College permission to release that information to you. Please discuss this policy with your child.

Q: Can students be placed on academic probation without ever earning a "D" or "E" grade?
A: Yes. Please see Academic Warning.

Q: Do I have any restrictions placed on me if I have been placed on Academic Probation?
A: You are placed on Academic Probation for a period of one semester. During the semester, you may not hold a student or class office, participate in intercollegiate functions, or be a public representative of the College.

Q: What happens at the conclusion of my probationary semester?
A: At the conclusion of your probationary semester, your academic transcript will be reviewed. If progress is shown, you may achieve “good academic standing” or “continue on academic probation.” If progress is not shown towards satisfying degree requirements, you may be dismissed for academic reasons.

Q: If my GPA falls below a 2.0, how do I raise my GPA?
A: The fastest way to improve your GPA is to repeat courses in which you received a grade of C- or below.  Please see Repeat Policy.

Q: Exactly how does the repeat policy change a student's academic record?
A: Grades on the transcripts are not changed whether the course is first taken here or at another institution.  Notes are used on the transcript to indicate that this GPA adjustment is in effect. The only change that result from a repeating a course is in the calculation of the student's GPA.

Q: How can I prevent myself from going on Academic Probation?
A: Early in the semester, before you receive your final grades, you should pay attention to your first quiz or your mid-term tests. If you didn't receive passing grades, take action immediately. Attend class regularly, read the assigned readings, and talk to your professors immediately.  They can make suggestions about improving your grades.

You can also talk to an advisor; they can give you important information and develop strategies with you to keep you off probation   Also, take advantage of BSC Academic Skills Center and the College Writing Program.  They offer free tutoring programs for BSC students. Don't wait to see if you can do better on your own; it may be too late. Faculty and staff are here to help.

Q: If my semester GPA is above 2.0 and I am on probation, will I return to good status?
A: That depends on your cumulative GPA. If your cumulative GPA (cumulative GPA reflects all grades earned at BSC) is still below 2.0, you will remain on probation (or be dismissed) even if you had a great semester. It is your cumulative GPA, not your semester GPA, which determines probation status.

Q: What is "Clemency" and how difficult is it to obtain?
A: Please see Clemency guidelines.
