


This spring, Buffalo State College inaugurated Innovations in Creative Expression

(ICE) featuring distinguished regional, national, and international presenters.

This series was designed to inspire students and complement the innovation

and diversity of expression indigenous to the School of Arts and Humanities’

11 academic departments.

“Supporting the school’s overarching goal of gaining recognition for leader-

ship in creative expression, the topics addressed by ICE presenters reflect the variety

and uniqueness of our departments and disciplines through lectures, workshops,

and performances,” said Dean Benjamin C. Christy. “We are delighted to share

their creative talents and perspectives with our students and the community.”

Innovations in Creative Expression (ICE) Showcases Leading Artists and Scholars
Presenters included: Richard Aerni, nationally acclaimed ceramic artist > Zuzana

Gazikova, director of the Peter Michal Bohun Gallery, Liptovsky Mikulas, Slovakia >

André De Shields, Broadway legend > Anna Kaplan, curatorial assistant at the

Albright-Knox Art Gallery > Tom Muir, renowned metal smith and jewelry maker >

Lorraine Pflaumer, educator and integrative arts specialist > Betsy Reeds, second flutist

with the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra > Chuck Regier, curator of exhibits for the

acclaimed Kauffman Museum; lecture sponsored by Contract Pharmaceuticals Limited

> John Sanchez, American Indian communications expert > Julia Sabova, head of

the department of textile and the fashion studio, Academy of Fine Arts and Design,

Bratislava, Slovakia > Robert E. Wood, philosopher of aesthetics > Frank Zuccari, ’75,

executive director of the Department of Conservation, Art Institute of Chicago

Letter from the Dean
Dear Friend of Arts and Humanities:

It is a pleasure to welcome you to this inaugural overview of the exciting and

enriching cultural environment of the School of Arts and Humanities.

“Leadership in creative expression,” the A&H overarching goal, permeates our

11 departments, and in these pages we recognize extraordinary faculty and

student achievements in creative expression. You will read about the regional

and national academic leadership of faculty, the exceptional scholarship of

students, and the impact of A&H service learning in our community. However,

with so many remarkable accomplishments, the newsletter illuminates only a

small portion of our activities. Please peruse our Web site for a more complete

picture (www.buffalostate.edu/artsandhumanities).

We appreciate the confidence of our students and their families in a Buffalo

State education and thank our faculty, staff, administration, professional part-

ners, and contributors who enhance our students’ education. We look forward

to sharing future portraits of the A&H experience that make a Buffalo State

College education distinctive.

Sincerely,

Benjamin C. Christy

Dean, School of Arts and Humanities
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ICE was sponsored, in part, by the

Auxiliary Services Grant Allocation

Committee and the Office of the

Vice President for Student Affairs.
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Donald Savage
Scholar Appears
on Stage
Justin Fiordaliso, a freshman at

Buffalo State College and recipient

of the Donald Savage Scholarship

in Acting, appeared in A. R.

Gurney’s touching Christmas

play Indian Blood at Studio Arena

Theatre. “The production is

upheld by a fantastic cast... Justin

Fiordaliso, a freshman at Buffalo

State College, turns in a drop-dead

hilarious performance as Eddie’s

tattletale cousin Lambert, with a

priceless puss that would put any

irritated teenager to shame,”

according to the Buffalo News.

Named for and funded by the

estate of late theater professor

emeritus Donald Savage, the

scholarship is intended to encour-

age talented students to study

acting at Buffalo State.

Spyro Gyra Comes Home for
a Special Concert at Rockwell Hall
The Performing Arts Center at Rockwell Hall proudly welcomed Spyro

Gyra, the hometown band credited with pioneering the smooth jazz sound,

in November 2007. The concert was part of the Performing Arts Center’s

2007–2008 Great Performers Series, presented by M&T Bank and WBFO.

Spyro Gyra, which was formed in Buffalo, is a marathon runner in

the arena of contemporary jazz. For more than three decades, moving

across a musical landscape marked by increasingly challenging terrain and

accelerated change, they have maintained the well-deserved reputation as

a viable and highly versatile creative force. Since their earliest recordings in

the mid 1970s, they have maintained a fresh approach to their craft by

borrowing from a range of sources and distilling them into an unmistakable

signature sound.

Lois Rowland Klein Piano Recital Series
In November 2007, internationally-acclaimed pianist James Giles was the

first guest artist featured in a new recital series to be hosted annually at

Buffalo State College. Named in honor of its donor, the Lois Rowland

Klein, ’45, Annual Recital Series is funded for five years. As part of the

recital series, musicians not only perform in concert but also teach and

critique a student master class at the college.

“This is a unique and generous gift,” said Bryan Boyce, assistant

professor, Music Department. “The community and students will benefit

and enjoy.”

Giles has performed with New York’s Jupiter Symphony; the

London Soloists Chamber Orchestra in Queen Elizabeth Hall; the

Kharkiv Philharmonic in Ukraine; and with the Opera Orchestra of

New York in Alice Tully Hall. After his Tully Hall solo recital debut,

critic Harris Goldsmith wrote: “Giles has a truly distinctive interpretive

persona. This was beautiful pianism-direct and unmannered.”

Dennis McCarthy Retires as
Associate Dean of Arts and Humanities
Dennis McCarthy, associate dean, School of Arts and Humanities,

celebrated his retirement after 33 years at Buffalo State College during

a retirement party on the stage of Rockwell Hall on January 18, 2008.

His wife Donna (left), professor and chair, Theatre Department, signified

her husband’s retirement by cutting his necktie with a pair of scissors.

Donna McCarthy will also retire at the end of the Spring 2008 semester.

Writer Ishmael
Reed Visits Campus
Buffalo State was delighted to

welcome writer, poet, and 1998

MacArthur Fellow Ishmael Reed

to campus last fall. Reed, who

recently retired from a longtime

teaching position at the University

of California, Berkeley, delights,

outrages, and confounds

audiences and critics alike. He has

published numerous novels as well

as collections of poetry and essays.

Born in Chattanooga, he grew up

in Buffalo and began his writing

career as a correspondent for the

Empire StarWeekly. His first novel,

The Freelance Pallbearers, was pub-

lished in 1967.

“We are delighted that Mr.

Reed is able to come,” said Ralph

Wahlstrom, associate professor and

chair, English Department, at the

time. “His writing helps us hold a

mirror to ourselves and offers us

insight into the truth of the

American culture and people.”

Sterling Scholarships

Professor Emerita Nancy Belfer has established the first School of Arts and

Humanities Sterling Scholarship to support a design student in the craft areas.

Tegan Ford, Class of 2011, has been awarded the Nancy Belfer Scholarship,

an $1,000 award, renewable for up to three years.

The daughter of Nancy Howe-Ford and Steven Ford, Ford is a fiber

design major from West Sand Lake, New York. She graduated from Averill

Park High School in 2006.

Ford has great enthusiasm for tapestry weaving, felting and hat design.

When she is not in class, she enjoys knitting, spinning and weaving. Ford

hopes to pursue an MFA in fiber design after graduating from Buffalo State.

The English Department has selected William Cragun as the recipient

of the James Morris Scholarship, under the Sterling Scholarship Program.

Donated by Carolyn Morris-Hunt, the college’s Director of Development,

and her husband, Tim Hunt, in honor of Carolyn’s father, the family seeks to

support a student whose life is being altered through education. The $1,000

award is renewable for up to three years, provided the student continues

full-time and is in good academic standing.

Cragun has worked his way through his first undergraduate years as a

tutor in the Writing Center. His poetry publications, which began at Buffalo

State in Elm Leaves and Writers’ Compass, have now become recognized

in the greater Buffalo community, where his publications and community

readings—as well as his additional tutoring position at Medaille College—

earned Cragun the opportunity to teach a writing skills workshop at Medaille

in Spring 2008.

The Sterling Scholarship program was created to allow emeriti faculty

and other friends of the School of Arts and Humanities the opportunity to

support individual students during their undergraduate years.02fi
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Elizabeth Peña, director, Art Conservation, has

been named editor of Northeast Historical

Archaeology (NEHA). NEHA is the peer-reviewed

journal of the Council for Northeast Historical

Archaeology. With Peña’s editorship, commencing

in January 2008, editorial offices for the journal

move from the University of Massachusetts to

Buffalo State College.

A painting by Lin Xia Jiang, chair and professor,

Fine Arts, was accepted as one of 30 works in the

juried annual Americas 2000 All Media Exhibition

at the Northwest Art Center at Minot State

University, in North Dakota. Two of Jiang’s other

paintings were accepted in the National Spring

Open Juried Exhibition at the Wayne Art Center,

near Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Benjamin C. Christy, clarinetist and dean of arts

and humanities, performed “Drawings: Set No. 3”

by Sydney Hodkinson with percussionist and

music chair Bradley Fuster during the Percussion

Ensemble concert on November 20, 2007.

At Capital Normal University in Beijing, China,

Christy performed American music for students

and faculty and presented a clarinet master class

on November 14, 2007, while establishing

contacts for future faculty/student exchanges.

Brian Porter, lecturer, Fine Arts, has been awarded

a commission from the Community Foundation

for Greater Buffalo to create a life-size bronze

statue of a World War II Navy Seabee. The statue

will be installed and dedicated at the Seabee

Monument in Fisherman’s Park on River Road in

North Tonawanda in November 2008.

Deborah Silverman, assistant professor,

Communication, presented “Ethics in Public

Relations” to public relations practitioners and

students at the Northeast District Conference of

the Public Relations Society of America, held in

Rochester, New York, on October 4, 2007.

Silverman was named district chair-elect for the

Public Relations Society of America’s Northeast

District, representing public relations practitioners

and educators in upstate New York and part of

New England.

Drew Kahn, associate professor, Theater, presented

“Finding Anne Frank in Rwanda: A Diary of

Universal Genocide” at the Seventh International

Conference on Diversity in Organisations,

Communities & Nations in Amsterdam,

Netherlands. Kahn used the Theater Department’s

2006 production of The Diary of Anne Frank as a

vehicle for teaching diversity education.

Susan Leist, professor, English, and director,

College Writing Program, along with Stanley

Kardonsky, vice president, Finance and

Management, co-presented the paper “Einstein

and Picasso Teach Critical Thinking” at the Fifth

International Conference on New Directions in the

Humanities, held at the American University of Paris.

An essay by Mark Norris, associate director,

Web Administration, College Relations, on the

art-rock group Yo La Tengo has been included

in the British Film Institute’s DVD release Science

Is Fiction/The Sounds of Science: The Films of

Jean Painlevé. The essay is an excerpt from a

feature story that ran in the July 6, 2006, issue

of Artvoice.

Susan Schroeder, assistant professor, English,

was invited by the Executive Committee of the

Conference on English Education (CEE) of the

National Council of Teachers of English to partici-

pate in the CEE Leadership and Policy Summit.

Ralph Wahlstrom, chair and associate professor,

English, presented the workshop “Writing Toward

Peace: Using the Power of Writing to Promote

Nonviolence” at the Fifth International Conference

on New Directions in the Humanities, held at the

American University of Paris, July 17–20, 2007.

Judy Walsh associate professor, Art Conservation,

wrote two essays for the Art Institute of Chicago

exhibition catalogue, Watercolors by Winslow

Homer: The Color of Light, entitled, “More

Skillful, More Refined, More Delicate: England”

and “Winslow Homer and the Color Theories of

Michel-Eugène Chereul.” The catalogue was

published in February 2008 and distributed by

Yale University Press.

Robert Wood, professor, Design, has put together

a solo exhibition of recent clay, glass, and mixed-

media sculptures that was originally exhibited at

the Arthur Butcher Gallery at Concord University

in Athens, West Virginia. The exhibition traveled

to the Pierce Art Gallery at West Virginia University

Institute of Technology, in Montgomery, West

Virginia. The exhibition was then picked up by

the Sisson Art Gallery at Henry Ford Community

College, in Dearborn, Michigan.

Leadership in
Creative Expression

Modern and Classical Languages to
Offer Arabic and Seneca Language
Growth in Buffalo State College’s modern and classical language offerings

reflect a recent report that cites a 13 percent enrollment increase in

foreign-language classes at American colleges and universities, with Arabic

and Chinese showing the most dramatic gains.

Spanish and French are still the most popular classes in the depart-

ment, but enrollment in Chinese continues to strengthen, according to

department chair Deborah Hovland. “We offered a third-year-level

Chinese class for the first time this fall, and are excited about the debut

of Arabic 101,” she said. This fall, Buffalo State will also offer instruction

in Seneca language for the first time. In support of the program, the

Seneca Nation is assigning a tribal elder to the college.

New Arts and Letters Major
The School of Arts and Humanities has introduced a new major in

“Arts and Letters.” This new B.A. program provides students with the

opportunity to craft a customized major, and has proven to be immedi-

ately popular with students whose interests in human creativity and

expression are broader than the offerings of any single department.

In arts and letters, students work with a faculty adviser to select courses

from various departments in the arts and humanities, to devise an

academic program that culminates with a capstone experience.

Kara G. McKenney, ’08, of Buffalo is the first arts and letters

graduate. McKenney’s adviser, George Hole, Distinguished Teaching

Professor and chair of the Philosophy and Humanities Department,

recommended the major to her, recognizing her liberal interests in the

humanities. McKenney’s program encompassed coursework in theater,

music, philosophy, and a capstone experience involving professional

productions of four innovative theater projects in the Buffalo theater

community, for which she served as an actor and composer.

New Major in
Television Arts
A few years ago, Buffalo State

College saw an opportunity to

create a dynamic, interdisciplinary

program that would serve students

interested in pursuing careers in

the entertainment industry. The

result was the formation of the

Television Arts (TVA) major—

a program unique to SUNY.

The major—which is part

Communication, English, Theater,

and new TVA courses—is designed

for students who are interested

in creating content for television,

film, and the Internet (e.g., screen-

writers, producers, or directors) or

developing content (e.g., studio/

network executives).

More information on

the major can be found at:

www.buffalostate.edu/

televisionarts.

Music Education
Program Earns
Local, National
Recognition
Buffalo State College’s Music

Department is receiving national

and local recognition for its music

education program in partnership

with Campus West Elementary

School, a Buffalo city public school.

In October 2007, Buffalo

State music faculty received an

award for commitment to educa-

tion from the Buffalo Alliance for

Education. The Music Department

was invited to present the program

as a “best practice in music educa-

tion” at a national conference of

music educators from across the

country. Lisa Hunter, assistant

professor and coordinator of music

education; Bradley Fuster, associate

professor and department chair;

Lindsay Whelan, a music education

student; and Nora Trincanati,

principal of Campus West, pre-

sented at the conference.
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