COM 410 Media History

Credit Hours: 3
In-Class Instructional Hours: 3 Labs: 0 Field Work: 0

Catalog Description:
Prerequisite. Junior or Senior status

Exploration of history and development of American journalism; focus on media and their rela-
tionship with technological, cultural, political, economic and other aspects of society

Reasons for Revision:

(Spring 2006) This course, formerly called Mass Communication History, was last revised in
1989. This revision is part of a general program review, through which Communication seeks to
update its courses in light of departmental experience with the previous program version, evolv-
ing departmental needs, expanding scholarship in the field. Additionally, the department is un-
dertaking this revision to position itself for accreditation by the Accrediting Council for Educa-
tion in Journalism and Mass Communication.

Student Learning Outcomes: Course Content | Assessment:

On completion of this course, students will References:

be able to:

1. Demonstrate an understanding of the ma- | I, II, 111, IV 1. Exams, papers, applied
jor trends within the mass media projects, presentations

throughout American history

2. Exams, papers, applied

2. Demonstrate familiarity with the contri- | V projects, presentations
butions of major figures in the history of
American journalism and media

3. Effectively apply methodologies appro- I 3. Exams, papers, applied
priate to historical research on media- projects, presentations
related topics

4. Analyze antecedents, elements and con- | 1I, 11l 4. Exams, papers, applied
sequences on a research topic or problem projects, presentations
related to an aspect of media history




Course Content:

I.  Media history
A. Theory
B. Models of study
C. Types of and approaches to history
1. Social
2. Cultural
3. Technological
4. ldeologic
D. Types of and approaches to historical research
I1. Development of American journalism
A. Origins and antecedents
B. 18" Century
1. Colonial era
2. Revolutionary era
C. 19" Century
1. Growth and expansion; frontier journalism
2. Civil War
3. Industrial revolution
4. Muckraking and yellow journalism
5. Dissident press
D. 20" Century
1. First World War
2. Depression and recovery; jazz journalism
3. Second World War
4. Social upheaval of the 1960s
5. Technological developments of the 1980s and 1990s
E. 21% Century
1. Alternative journalism
2. Legacy of journalism history
I11. Influences on American Journalism
A. Cultural
B. Social
C. Technological
D. Legal
E. Political
IV. Development of journalism as a profession
A. Historical influences
B. Other professional parallels
C. Professional organizations
D. Professional ethical codes and standards
V. Key Figures in American journalistic history (examples)
Edward Bernays
Charles Dow and Edward Jones
D.W. Griffith
William Randolph Hurst
Sen. Joseph McCarthy
Marshall McLuhan
Edward R. Murrow
Joseph Pulitzer
John Peter Zenger
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Electronic and/or Audiovisual Resources




