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Candidacy Information - From Dr. John Thompson

All graduate students must complete a candidacy form after completing 6
hours but prior to completing 12 graduate hours.

Candidacy

All students pursuing a master's degree must be admitted to candidacy after
the completion of six hours, but prior to the completion of 12 graduate credit
hours. Candidacy is a written agreement stating the courses you must
complete to receive your degree. It is your program of study and all courses
listed on the approved candidacy will be requirements for the graduate
degree. Dr. John Thompson, EDC program coordinator, and the Dean must
approve it. Failure to develop an approved program and be admitted to
candidacy after 12 credit hours at the college may restrict further
registration.

Admission to Candidacy Applications are available from Dr. Thompson or on
the bulletin board outside his office (208 Chase).

Use the following checklist to determine if you have completed all
requirements for admission to candidacy:

You have completed at least six credit hours of graduate
coursework but not more than 12 credits at this college (not including
transfer credit, if any).

You have a minimum cumulative grade point average (G.P.A.) of 3.0
on all graduate work. No grade lower than C is acceptable to meet
degree requirements.

You have submitted official transcripts to the Graduate Studies
Office for any transfer credit you are requesting. Only coursework with
grades of A or B is acceptable. No transfer credit with grades lower
than B (3.0) is acceptable to meet degree requirements.

Adapted from the Graduate Studies web site.

Contact Dr. Thompson to schedule an appointment and take care of this
requirement.

John Thompson, Ph.D.
208 Chase Hall
(716) 878-3531
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The New Google Toolbar - Version 2.0 Beta

Google

BETH

For most students in the EDC Program, the Google Toolbar should be old news.
But in case you have never used it before, the Google Toolbar is a free
download from the Google web site for your Internet Explorer web browser.
It adds a new toolbar on the top of the browser that allows you to conduct a
Google search from anywhere you may happen to be on the web. It has a
number of different advanced features as well, including a button for
highlighting your search terms on a web site. For a full description of features
visit the Google Toolbar web site.

Now, for those of us interested in beta testing, there is a new version of the
toolbar available for download. This new version is, of course, only in its trial
run, but it includes some pretty cool options. First and foremost, there is a
pop-up blocker included in the toolbar, which blocks most, if not all pop-ups
that you run into. It also has an auto-fill option for filling in online forms (like
IE), and a button called Blog This, which allows you to “create a weblog post
pointing to the page you are visiting.” For more information about the features
you just read about, and many others, visit the Google Toolbar Help Page.

And remember, since the new toolbar is still in beta testing, you can, and
should, report all bugs to Google.

Top of Page
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Thinkﬁgnm

Are you still trying to completely integrate technology into your classroom? If
you are, maybe the exciting online tool from Oracle called Think.com is the

answer to your prayers. Think.com is a 100% free online tool, which allows
teachers to create, manage, and monitor student e-mail accounts and web
sites. You are also able to connect with other members from across the globe

and join groups to work on collaborative projects. This tool is designed for
students between the ages of 7 and 14, but it could still be used beyond those
ages iT your students can get past the rather simplistic layout and design of
Think.

To get started with Think you will need to first apply for an account by going
to the apply page. As an alternative, you can also apply for a Try Account,
which will allow you to get a preview of what Think.com has to offer. If you do
choose to sign up for a Try Account you will have access to all of the tools,
minus e-mail, for 30 days. It really is that simple - apply via an online form,
and wait for a reply in your e-mail that will include a username and password.

Once you log in to Think.com you will come to your home page, and you can

begin exploring the available tools/options. The most obvious place to begin
would be by clicking on the create button to add content to your web page.
You can add stories, poems, or any other piece of writing you wish. You can
create lists (assignments, favorite things, etc...), add graphics from Oracle’s
library (quite small), and even upload your own files (pictures, documents, and
multimedia files may all be added). There is a limit on the size of files that you
upload, however, but it is rather large - 4MB per file. There are also a number
of participation tools you can include on your web site, such as voting,
brainstorms, message boards, and debates. For a full description of these and
other tools, visit the Tools page.

As the teacher, you will be responsible for a number of things in order to get
the most out of Think.com. First of all, you will need to add each student who
will be using this free service - the system creates the usernames and
passwords for you. Once created you will of course need to teach your
students how to use the web site - it is actually very user friendly and easy to
navigate, so once you understand the basics you can easily teach it to your
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students.

Next you will need to set up your Home Page and Parents Page. You can treat
this like any other web site you may have created for school. Keep in mind that
your students will be the ones going to your home page, so you should add
pertinent information for them, like assignments, notes, etc. On your Parents
Page you will want to include any information that parents need to have, such
as contact information and any documents they may need. It does not require
a password on the parents’ end, and it can be a wonderful new way to increase
collaboration between home and school.

Lastly, once your students have begun using their web site and e-mail, you will
need to monitor and manage their accounts. This can easily be done through
the Admin Tools found on your home page. Some of the things you can do are

review flagged items (other teachers can flag content they deem
inappropriate), review pictures that students have uploaded, and check for
bad language on student web sites (you create the list of words not allowed).
The ability to control, from any remote location, what your students are
posting online adds a different dimension to this service.

There is obviously much more that could be said about Think.com, but here is
not the place. 1T you want more information, sign up for an Account, or a Try
Account (which 1 would recommend to start), and check out the various links
below.

Hopefully you will give this excellent technology tool a try - it is free!
About Think and Oracle

Why is Think.com free?
News and case Studies

Think.com Sections
Web Sites

E-Mail
People

Groups
Admin Tools

Support
FAQ'’s
Documents and Links

Training
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EDC Student Spotlight - Jennifer Sullivan

Jennifer took the time to answer a few questions about the EDC Program,
herself, and her successes. Here are some excerpts from her responses.

Tell me a bit about yourself (when did you graduate, personal interests/
hobbies, etc.)

I received my Undergraduate Degree in Exceptional Education from Buffalo
State in December of 1998. 1 returned to Buff State in the spring of 2001 to
begin my Masters Degree in Educational Computing and graduated in spring of
2003.

Now that 1 have time for personal interests again, 1 enjoy running, working
out in the gym, canoeing, camping, snowshoeing, skiing, and, basically, anything
outside. I also spend some quality time shopping, taking in a bit of culture and
hanging out with friends and family.

What were your favorite aspects, courses, etc. from the EDC Program?

I would have to say that my favorite thing about the EDC Program was the
Personal relationships that were built with professors and colleagues. The
flexibility of online courses was also a definite plus, however, they were
definitely more demanding time wise. No matter what courses I was enrolled in
at any given time, 1 was always able to apply what 1 was learning directly into my
teaching situation. My students truly benefited from my learning and education.

I have to say that both the best and the worst thing about this program is the
damage that it does on your credit card; and 1'm not talking about the tuition
bills...you are always learning about the "latest and greatest” toys in
technology land ...lap tops, scanners, wireless mice, digital cameras...and you
want them now!
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What was most memorable about the time you spent in the EDC Program?

Dr.T "s commitment to his students and his demand of his students is
defiantly what I find the most memorable about the program. Dr.T demands
quality work, but you find that you always want to do quality work for him and
yourself - to make him proud.

What have you taken away from the EDC Program, and how has it helped
your own teaching?

I have not only taken many "technology tools” from the program into my
classroom, but also "teaching tools". | have learned how to effectively
integrate technology on a daily basis in simple ways, but also create innovative
and interactive lessons and projects to keep and pique my students® interests.
I have acquired many different instructional strategies and assessment
methods from both my Professors and my classmates.

What are some of your professional successes?

I have taught special education and blended U.S. History and
Government at Orchard Park High School for the last three years.

I am co-advisor of the Students Against Destructive Decisions
organization.

I have written and taught a 15 Hour workshop for teachers on "The
Possibilities of PowerPoint” and how to effectively use Multimedia in their
classroom.

Top of Page
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Alabama
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The Tuscaloosa County Schools are quite short on funding for their technology
department. The shortage in money translates into a shortage of personnel,
requiring some classroom teachers to double as technology technicians when
the district technicians are unavailable - which is often.

From TuscaloosaNews.com

California

The San Francisco Unified School District is trying to reach the public
through a new avenue, without the filter of the media. They are creating a
monthly TV show entitled “In Focus” in an attempt to gain public support for
their district, which has been rattled with scandal recently.

From SPGate.com

Massachusetts

Special Needs students in the Boston Public Schools will be aided this school
year by unigque mobile and wearable computers co-developed by IBM and
Xybernaut Corporation.

From eSchool News Online

Michigan

Despite a large budget deficit, Governor Jennifer Granholm has stood by the
State’s technology initiative that aims to put a mobile computing device in the
hands of all the State’s 6th graders. She has recently advanced $38 Million
for the program.

From eSchool News Online

New York

Researchers at the University of Buffalo claim to have simulated the sense of
touch over the Internet. They have developed a unique system allowing one
person to experience what another person is touching.

From eSchool News Online

Texas

All 81 school districts in Texas' region 10 will now have access to some 7,000
streaming educational videos thanks to a partnership formed with
Unitedstreaming.
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From Find Law Corporate Counsel Center
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Web Use May Boost Student Achievement

So, maybe spending too much time online isn't going to turn you into a social
recluse. It may even help your performance on standardized tests and improve
your grade point average. At least so much is true according to a three-year
study done by Michigan State University (MSU) called HomeNetToo, which

surveyed 140 school-aged children and 120 adults from mostly low-income
households.

The results of the study have shown that, when compared to their less web
savvy peers, students who surf the Internet on a regular basis perform better
on standardized reading assessments and have a higher overall G.P.A. Why, you
ask? Because the Internet is, for the most part, text-based, of course.
Students who spend time on the Internet are going to be spending time
reading. Thus, their reading ability and overall intelligence will improve. It
seems like common sense, right?

With all of the hits Ed Tech has been taking recently with the nation-wide
school budget crises, any news that proves technology’'s potential is great news
for us Ed Tech people. Although this study only covered a small number of
participants, it still proves that technology has a place in schools. Why
wouldn’'t we want our students going online at school if it improves their
reading ability? It seems only natural to allow them to explore a medium they
enjoy, while at the same time, unbeknownst to them, they are gaining precious
reading skills.
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Check out the HomeNetToo web site.
Check out the eSchool News article.
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Images taken from DiscoverySchool.com, Animation Factory, and the Microsoft Office Clipart
Gallery.
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Candidacy Information - From Dr. John Thompson

All graduate students must complete a candidacy form after completing 6
hours but prior to completing 12 graduate hours.

Candidacy

All students pursuing a master's degree must be admitted to candidacy after
the completion of six hours, but prior to the completion of 12 graduate credit
hours. Candidacy is a written agreement stating the courses you must
complete to receive your degree. It is your program of study and all courses
listed on the approved candidacy will be requirements for the graduate
degree. Dr. John Thompson, EDC program coordinator, and the Dean must
approve it. Failure to develop an approved program and be admitted to
candidacy after 12 credit hours at the college may restrict further
registration.

Admission to Candidacy Applications are available from Dr. Thompson or on
the bulletin board outside his office (208 Chase).

Use the following checklist to determine if you have completed all
requirements for admission to candidacy:

You have completed at least six credit hours of graduate
coursework but not more than 12 credits at this college (not including
transfer credit, if any).

You have a minimum cumulative grade point average (G.P.A.) of 3.0
on all graduate work. No grade lower than C is acceptable to meet
degree requirements.

You have submitted official transcripts to the Graduate Studies
Office for any transfer credit you are requesting. Only coursework with
grades of A or B is acceptable. No transfer credit with grades lower
than B (3.0) is acceptable to meet degree requirements.

Adapted from the Graduate Studies web site.

Contact Dr. Thompson to schedule an appointment and take care of this
requirement.

John Thompson, Ph.D.
208 Chase Hall
(716) 878-3531
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The New Google Toolbar - Version 2.0 Beta

Google

BETH

For most students in the EDC Program, the Google Toolbar should be old news.
But in case you have never used it before, the Google Toolbar is a free
download from the Google web site for your Internet Explorer web browser.
It adds a new toolbar on the top of the browser that allows you to conduct a
Google search from anywhere you may happen to be on the web. It has a
number of different advanced features as well, including a button for
highlighting your search terms on a web site. For a full description of features
visit the Google Toolbar web site.

Now, for those of us interested in beta testing, there is a new version of the
toolbar available for download. This new version is, of course, only in its trial
run, but it includes some pretty cool options. First and foremost, there is a
pop-up blocker included in the toolbar, which blocks most, if not all pop-ups
that you run into. It also has an auto-fill option for filling in online forms (like
IE), and a button called Blog This, which allows you to “create a weblog post
pointing to the page you are visiting.” For more information about the features
you just read about, and many others, visit the Google Toolbar Help Page.

And remember, since the new toolbar is still in beta testing, you can, and
should, report all bugs to Google.
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Thinkﬁgnm

Are you still trying to completely integrate technology into your classroom? If
you are, maybe the exciting online tool from Oracle called Think.com is the

answer to your prayers. Think.com is a 100% free online tool, which allows
teachers to create, manage, and monitor student e-mail accounts and web
sites. You are also able to connect with other members from across the globe

and join groups to work on collaborative projects. This tool is designed for
students between the ages of 7 and 14, but it could still be used beyond those
ages iT your students can get past the rather simplistic layout and design of
Think.

To get started with Think you will need to first apply for an account by going
to the apply page. As an alternative, you can also apply for a Try Account,
which will allow you to get a preview of what Think.com has to offer. If you do
choose to sign up for a Try Account you will have access to all of the tools,
minus e-mail, for 30 days. It really is that simple - apply via an online form,
and wait for a reply in your e-mail that will include a username and password.

Once you log in to Think.com you will come to your home page, and you can

begin exploring the available tools/options. The most obvious place to begin
would be by clicking on the create button to add content to your web page.
You can add stories, poems, or any other piece of writing you wish. You can
create lists (assignments, favorite things, etc...), add graphics from Oracle’s
library (quite small), and even upload your own files (pictures, documents, and
multimedia files may all be added). There is a limit on the size of files that you
upload, however, but it is rather large - 4MB per file. There are also a number
of participation tools you can include on your web site, such as voting,
brainstorms, message boards, and debates. For a full description of these and
other tools, visit the Tools page.

As the teacher, you will be responsible for a number of things in order to get
the most out of Think.com. First of all, you will need to add each student who
will be using this free service - the system creates the usernames and
passwords for you. Once created you will of course need to teach your
students how to use the web site - it is actually very user friendly and easy to
navigate, so once you understand the basics you can easily teach it to your
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students.

Next you will need to set up your Home Page and Parents Page. You can treat
this like any other web site you may have created for school. Keep in mind that
your students will be the ones going to your home page, so you should add
pertinent information for them, like assignments, notes, etc. On your Parents
Page you will want to include any information that parents need to have, such
as contact information and any documents they may need. It does not require
a password on the parents’ end, and it can be a wonderful new way to increase
collaboration between home and school.

Lastly, once your students have begun using their web site and e-mail, you will
need to monitor and manage their accounts. This can easily be done through
the Admin Tools found on your home page. Some of the things you can do are

review flagged items (other teachers can flag content they deem
inappropriate), review pictures that students have uploaded, and check for
bad language on student web sites (you create the list of words not allowed).
The ability to control, from any remote location, what your students are
posting online adds a different dimension to this service.

There is obviously much more that could be said about Think.com, but here is
not the place. 1T you want more information, sign up for an Account, or a Try
Account (which 1 would recommend to start), and check out the various links
below.

Hopefully you will give this excellent technology tool a try - it is free!
About Think and Oracle

Why is Think.com free?
News and case Studies

Think.com Sections
Web Sites

E-Mail
People

Groups
Admin Tools

Support
FAQ'’s
Documents and Links

Training
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EDC Student Spotlight - Jennifer Sullivan

Jennifer took the time to answer a few questions about the EDC Program,
herself, and her successes. Here are some excerpts from her responses.

Tell me a bit about yourself (when did you graduate, personal interests/
hobbies, etc.)

I received my Undergraduate Degree in Exceptional Education from Buffalo
State in December of 1998. 1 returned to Buff State in the spring of 2001 to
begin my Masters Degree in Educational Computing and graduated in spring of
2003.

Now that 1 have time for personal interests again, 1 enjoy running, working
out in the gym, canoeing, camping, snowshoeing, skiing, and, basically, anything
outside. I also spend some quality time shopping, taking in a bit of culture and
hanging out with friends and family.

What were your favorite aspects, courses, etc. from the EDC Program?

I would have to say that my favorite thing about the EDC Program was the
Personal relationships that were built with professors and colleagues. The
flexibility of online courses was also a definite plus, however, they were
definitely more demanding time wise. No matter what courses I was enrolled in
at any given time, 1 was always able to apply what 1 was learning directly into my
teaching situation. My students truly benefited from my learning and education.

I have to say that both the best and the worst thing about this program is the
damage that it does on your credit card; and 1'm not talking about the tuition
bills...you are always learning about the "latest and greatest” toys in
technology land ...lap tops, scanners, wireless mice, digital cameras...and you
want them now!
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What was most memorable about the time you spent in the EDC Program?

Dr.T "s commitment to his students and his demand of his students is
defiantly what I find the most memorable about the program. Dr.T demands
quality work, but you find that you always want to do quality work for him and
yourself - to make him proud.

What have you taken away from the EDC Program, and how has it helped
your own teaching?

I have not only taken many "technology tools” from the program into my
classroom, but also "teaching tools". | have learned how to effectively
integrate technology on a daily basis in simple ways, but also create innovative
and interactive lessons and projects to keep and pique my students® interests.
I have acquired many different instructional strategies and assessment
methods from both my Professors and my classmates.

What are some of your professional successes?

I have taught special education and blended U.S. History and
Government at Orchard Park High School for the last three years.

I am co-advisor of the Students Against Destructive Decisions
organization.

I have written and taught a 15 Hour workshop for teachers on "The
Possibilities of PowerPoint” and how to effectively use Multimedia in their
classroom.
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Technology Around the Country

Alabama
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The Tuscaloosa County Schools are quite short on funding for their technology
department. The shortage in money translates into a shortage of personnel,
requiring some classroom teachers to double as technology technicians when
the district technicians are unavailable - which is often.

From TuscaloosaNews.com

California

The San Francisco Unified School District is trying to reach the public
through a new avenue, without the filter of the media. They are creating a
monthly TV show entitled “In Focus” in an attempt to gain public support for
their district, which has been rattled with scandal recently.

From SPGate.com

Massachusetts

Special Needs students in the Boston Public Schools will be aided this school
year by unigque mobile and wearable computers co-developed by IBM and
Xybernaut Corporation.

From eSchool News Online

Michigan

Despite a large budget deficit, Governor Jennifer Granholm has stood by the
State’s technology initiative that aims to put a mobile computing device in the
hands of all the State’s 6th graders. She has recently advanced $38 Million
for the program.

From eSchool News Online

New York

Researchers at the University of Buffalo claim to have simulated the sense of
touch over the Internet. They have developed a unique system allowing one
person to experience what another person is touching.

From eSchool News Online

Texas

All 81 school districts in Texas' region 10 will now have access to some 7,000
streaming educational videos thanks to a partnership formed with
Unitedstreaming.
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From Find Law Corporate Counsel Center

Top of Page

Web Use May Boost Student Achievement

So, maybe spending too much time online isn't going to turn you into a social
recluse. It may even help your performance on standardized tests and improve
your grade point average. At least so much is true according to a three-year
study done by Michigan State University (MSU) called HomeNetToo, which

surveyed 140 school-aged children and 120 adults from mostly low-income
households.

The results of the study have shown that, when compared to their less web
savvy peers, students who surf the Internet on a regular basis perform better
on standardized reading assessments and have a higher overall G.P.A. Why, you
ask? Because the Internet is, for the most part, text-based, of course.
Students who spend time on the Internet are going to be spending time
reading. Thus, their reading ability and overall intelligence will improve. It
seems like common sense, right?

With all of the hits Ed Tech has been taking recently with the nation-wide
school budget crises, any news that proves technology’'s potential is great news
for us Ed Tech people. Although this study only covered a small number of
participants, it still proves that technology has a place in schools. Why
wouldn’'t we want our students going online at school if it improves their
reading ability? It seems only natural to allow them to explore a medium they
enjoy, while at the same time, unbeknownst to them, they are gaining precious
reading skills.
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Check out the HomeNetToo web site.
Check out the eSchool News article.
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Candidacy

home : forms and policies : policies : candidacy

Candidacy is a written agreement outlining
the courses necessary to receive a degree. It
is the student's program of study and all
courses listed on the approved candidacy are
the requirements for the graduate degree.

All students pursuing a master's degree or
certificate of advanced study must be
admitted to candidacy after the completion of
six, but before the completion of 12 graduate-
level credit hours at Buffalo State. The
candidacy application must be approved by
the adviser, department chairperson, and the
dean.

Failure to develop an approved program and
be admitted to candidacy after 12 credit hours
at the college will restrict further registration.

Admission to Candidacy Applications is
available from your academic department.
Download the Multidisciplinary Studies Degree
Candidacy Application or obtain a hardcopy
from the Graduate School, Cleveland Hall 204,
or email: gradoffc@buffalostate.edu.

The current requirements for admission to
candidacy are:

Completion of at least six credit hours of graduate-
level coursework at Buffalo State.

Completion of all required prerequisite courses.

A minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0 (B grade) on all
graduate-level coursework. No grade lower than C is
acceptable to meet degree requirements.

Removal of all deficiencies and incomplete (1)
grades.

A maximum of 6 credit hours of independent study
(XXX 590) may be included in a degree program.

A minimum of 15 credit hours of coursework at the
600 and/or 700-level is required in all degree
programs.

Completion of all coursework and degree
requirements within the six-year time limit for
completion.

Official transcripts for requested transfer credit

reflecting coursework with a grade of A or B must be
provided to the Graduate School.

Change in Approved Program of Study
(Degree Candidacy)

Students must file a change in approved program of
study if they make changes to the approved
program.

Change form must be filed in the semester in which
the change occurs.

The student's adviser, chairperson and faculty dean
must approve the change form before it is submitted
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to the Graduate School.

Download a Request for Change in Approved
Graduate Degree Program form below,
complete the hardcopy, obtain the necessary
signatures, and submit it to the Graduate
School, Cleveland Hall 204. Hardcopies of the
change forms are available from the academic
departments or the Graduate School, (716)
878-5601 or e-mail: gradoffc@buffalostate.

edu.

Request for Change in Approved Graduate
Degree Program form (PDF, 101KB) - all
majors except Multidisciplinary Studies

Multidisciplinary Studies - Request for Change

in Approved Graduate Degree Program form
(PDF, 103KB) - Multidisciplinary Studies
majors only
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