PDS Consortium Minutes
April 30th, 2004

Buffalo Public School #82
8:00-10:00

Attendance: 21 Buffalo State Faculty members, 4 Buffalo State Students, 10 Principals, and 15 cooperating teachers attended the meeting. See sign in sheet. 

Welcome: Judy Pistrin, Assistant Principal at School #82, welcomed the consortium to the building. Attendees were invited to tour the building after the meeting. Kathy Wood and Leslie Day thanked School #82 for hosting us.

Announcements:
Retirements- Leslie Day and Kathy Wood recognized and thanked two long term PDS members, Peter Szczap and Janet Michalak, who are retiring at the end of the year.
Lending Library: Leslie Day invited all attendees to borrow material from the lending library to read over the summer and return at the retreat on October 1st.

CEURE-  Kathy Wood announced there will be a National Coalition Building Institute Workshop entitled, “Racial Justice and Education” on Wednesday, May 19th from 8:30-4:30 and Thursday, May 20th from 8:00-2:00. The primary goal of the workshop is to offer practical and constructivist strategies with which to confront difficult experiences involving racism, prejudice, and discrimination. If you are interested in attending, RSVP by May 12th to Lynette Lewis at 878-3610. 
Kathy Wood also informed the consortium about the EDU 594 course where participants would receive 3 graduate credit hours if they choose to enroll in the course. She distributed a handout explaining the course and a handout about a symposium entitled “the State of Urban and Rural Education since Brown v. Board of Education”. This symposium will take place on Saturday, May 22. This is free and open to the public.
EER Chair- Dr Paterson announced that Buffalo State is looking for a partner school that would like to offer a summer clinical practicum for 7th and 8th graders who have reading and writing difficulties. The school would need to provide a certified reading specialist to serve as an adjunct instructor and supervisor as well as students who are having reading difficulties. The practicum would run from July 26th – August 14th for 4 days a week for 3 hours and 45 minutes a day. Contact Lori Quigley at 878-5622 or at quiglelv@buffalostate.edu if you are interested.

Raffle- Several books and pocket hangers were raffled. Later, sets of large dry erase boards were also raffled by David Henry who highly recommended their use for scientific inquiry.
Student Rep Report- Stephanie Voelker reported on an inexpensive dry erase board with a blackboard on the reverse side that can be made from items bought at Home Depot. Home Depot, under the supervision of BSC and Stephanie, has been holding workshops on how to make these. This is an inexpensive way for each child in a class to have their own dry erase board and larger sizes can be made as well. See Stephanie if your class is interested.
NYSATE/ NYACTE- Kathy Wood, Leslie Day, and Carlo Longo attended the conference last week to present on our PDS. The presentation was extremely well received. We may have a few visitors at our fall retreat as a result. The presentation was running on Loop during the meeting for all to view.
Email Correspondence: PDS Graduate Assistant, Jenn Golias, has been developing an email distribution list. If you have not received any correspondence via email, please see her so we can add you to the list. 

Bylaws: The Bylaws were not distributed because the advisory committee is still fine tuning them.

Main Presentation:
Dave Henry gave an informative presentation entitled “The Role of Inquiry in Science Teaching” (see handouts). During the presentation, he also announced that there would be a conference at the William Street School over the summer on Physics for Elementary Teachers specifically focusing on Energy and Interactions. He is looking for teachers from the Buffalo School District who have 0-3 years of teaching experience to attend. Teachers from other schools are invited to sign up, but spots are limited and they will be placed at the end of the list. 
Closing: Leslie Day announced to everyone that the PDS Retreat has been scheduled for October 1st, 2004. The Advisory Council will meet directly after the meeting.
