PDS Consortium Meeting

October, 22nd 2004

Maplemere
8-10am

Attendance: 26 Buffalo State faculty members, 10 principals, 1 student, and 15 teachers attended the meeting. See sign in sheet.

Welcome: Ann Laudisio, principal of Maplemere, welcomed us to the school. Leslie Day thanked Maplemere for hosting the meeting.  A gift certificate from CEURE was presented to Maplemere as a small token of our appreciation.
Minutes: Minutes from the October 1st retreat were approved by consensus. All minutes are now posted on our website.

PDS Business: 

Retreat- Leslie Day reported on the evaluations from the retreat. The project flight survey concerning the impact of book donations scored an overall 4.24 out of a possible 5. Dr Quigley pointed out the importance of giving parents some of the adult literature so they can model good reading habits for their children. The retreat survey showed fabulous results. Our keynote speaker was extremely well received.
Dispositions- Wendy Paterson welcomed and introduced all the new consortium members who were present at the meeting. She discussed that near the end of the year, PDS partners will be given a chance to evaluate the effectiveness of the new program. She urged partners to notify faculty if they have any concerns about students. She wants the department to address any inappropriate behaviors. The new rubric includes a section on teacher dispositions.

Educational Leadership-  Dr Paterson introduced the new streamlined Educational Leadership program at Buffalo State. She requested our partner principals to encourage any teachers thinking of going into administration to choose our new program.

Action research help- Dr Paterson offered assistance to any school interested in conducting action research from graduate students in EDU 690.

Advisory Council Elections- Leslie Day announced that elections for the Advisory Council would be held at our December meeting. She also passed out a flyer about the new student representative search. She asked all 311 instructors to speak to their students about running.  All PDS Partners may nominate a student representative.
ACEI-Nancy Chicola also passed out a flyer for instructors to encourage BSC students to attend the next student ACEI meeting.  All PDS Partners are encouraged to share the importance of professional organization membership with our teacher candidates.
Student Teacher Rubric- The new collaboratively designed and piloted student teaching field evaluation rubric based on the 20 ACEI standards students need to meet was distributed. Dr Henry clarified that scores of 0 and 6 should be used only in rare cases. Documentation must accompany these scores. In December, the consortium will go more in depth into teacher dispositions. We will talk about what dispositions at each level look like. Please read the field evaluation rubric and bring ideas to our next meeting. Maureen brought up the importance of encouraging all members of the consortium to discuss the appropriate use of each field evaluation level so that we evaluate our teacher candidates fairly.  A similar field evaluation rubric is in place for 311/511 and 312 teacher candidates.  A 329 rubric is almost completed.  Feedback regarding these rubrics will be once again collected at the end of the year.
312 Instructor- The College is looking for a new 312 instructor for the math and science methods class.  This instructor must be willing to collaborate with the special education department as outlined by Raquel Schmidt.  If any principals know of recent retirees or faculty on leave who might be interested, please contact David Henry at 878- 5619.
Technology- Dennis Mike highlighted two websites that provide free video streams that are of interest to teachers. http://www.unitedstreaming.com and http://www.learner.org . Dr Truesdell announced a seminar entitled “Using Technology to Improve the Quality of Preservcie and Beginning Teacher Performance.” It will be held on October 29th in Butler Library.  Information was distributed about both opportunities.
CEURE: Summaries of the action research presentation from the retreat were distributed.  More information is also available on our PDS website. Please visit this website. CEURE also provided additional handouts available for schools that wanted to apply for grants this year.  All members were encouraged to take this information and apply for a mini-grant.
Goals: Schools worked together to prioritize goals generated at the retreat. This information will be tabulated and we will work on these again at future meetings.  We hope to meet many of these consortium goals.  Need to explore how CEURE might help.
Self studies: We continued to work on the self studies from the retreat. At some point, these studies will be available on the web so that data can be directly entered.  William Street School modeled possible evidence for each stage of a school’s PDS.  Leslie also discussed the need to examine evidence for the PDS Consortium as a whole.  In most areas, the BSC PDS is AT Standard or even Leading for these NCATE Standards.  We should be well prepared for the eventuality of an NCATE PDS site visit and accreditation.
Next Meeting: December 3rd at Saint Amelia’s from 8-10 am. Directions are on the BSC PDS website. We are looking for a school to host the March meeting.
