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For further information about these projects, please contact Brad K. 
Mazon at 716.878.3356 or mazonbk@buffalostate.edu or visit 
www.buffalostate.edu/alumnifoundation/giving. 

 
 

SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY
Need: To enhance the teaching and learning of speech-language pathology 

 
The Speech-Language Pathology Department is seeking support for the renovation of physical space 
for academic faculty offices and research laboratories, and for updating video/computing equipment 
for the Speech-Language-Hearing Clinic.  
 

■ 
 

CARNEGIE ACADEMY FOR THE SCHOLARSHIP OF TEACHING AND 
LEARNING

Need: To support faculty classroom-based research aimed at fostering significant, long-
lasting learning for all students, and to enhance the practice and profession of college 
teaching. 

The CASTL program supports faculty members who investigate how college students learn and how 
pedagogical techniques promote learning. Buffalo State is a member of the Carnegie Academy, an 
international network of universities who are leaders in research about teaching and learning. The goal 
is to better understand the nexus between teaching and learning in higher education in order to 
strengthen the learning environment. 

■ 
UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH PROGRAM

Need: To provide support to enhance academic opportunities for undergraduate students to 
conduct research, scholarship, and creative activities, and to present their results at national 
and international professional conferences, performances, and exhibits. 
 
An Office of Undergraduate Research was established in 2003 as part of the College’s efforts to 
expand and institutionalize undergraduate research.  Programs coordinated by the office include an 
annual student research symposium, a summer research fellowship program, small grants program to 
support academic year research, travel support for students presenting/performing at professional 
meetings, and faculty development opportunities related to undergraduate research.   
 
Funding Required:  
Summer Fellowship: $4,000 per student for 2 months full-time research ($500 for project 
travel/materials; $2,500 student stipend; $1,000 faculty member stipend) 
Undergraduate Travel Awards: $400 for regional/national meetings; $600 for international travel 
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URBAN TEACHER ACADEMY
Need: To provide educational courses and opportunities for BSC teachers in training who are 
committed to working in high-need urban districts. 
 
Schools throughout Western New York are working hard to address the needs of underprivileged  
students.  However, urban teacher preparation continues to fall short.  Well-prepared individuals, 
sensitized to the needs of students in urban districts, are needed to be able to address the unique 
needs of students matriculating in urban school districts throughout Western New York. This is an 
initiative of Buffalo State Colleges highly regarded Center for Excellence in Urban and Rural 
Education.
 

■ 
FOSTER YOUTH 

Need: Personal development of area foster youth and foster families 

Foster Youth Outdoor Experiences is a creative program that offers 20 foster youth the 
opportunity to experience nature (many of them have not) using the ropes course to help improve 
trust, communication, and problem solving in foster homes.  The program includes adventure games, 
a hiking trek, whitewater rafting, therapeutic horse riding, and a picnic/awards show. 

Foster Youth Computer Camp provides area foster teens with opportunities to improve their 
computer skills in a fun and interesting computer camp environment.  BSC students from the 
Department of Social Work will be involved with these youth, thus affording social workers in 
training a unique opportunity to engage in a real-world application of what they are learning in the 
classroom. 
 
Foster Family Ropes Course is a creative program that uses the 
ropes course to help improve trust, communication, and problem 
solving in foster homes.  The program has been designed to help 
families learn how to work and talk with one another using different 
elements and activities to open up and engage participants in new and 
positive ways.  The program is a two-day program beginning in the 
summer, and will be implemented three times with two sets of foster 
families.    
 
Foster Youth Obesity Project is an innovative program that addresses the problem of obesity in 
foster teens through instruction in physical activity, healthy eating, and weight management.  The 
objective is to eliminate obesity as yet another obstacle in the lives of foster youth.   
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FINANCIAL LITERACY 
Need: To help students with their debt before their credit is ruined, 
and to provide them with targeted financial advice 

 
Project support is being sought to establish an information center on 
campus to offer workshops for student groups and for the residence halls.  
Taking a hands-on approach to assisting students to either stay out or get 
out of debt will reduce student credit card debt on our campus, and will improve retention among 
those students for whom credit card debt is a problem.  
 

■ 
 

BRIDGING THE HEALTH INSURANCE GAP
Need: To address critical health care needs of students 

 
During the 2007-2008 academic year, Weigel Health Center is seeking outside support to help BSC 
students who cannot afford to pay for Buffalo State College’s health insurance, and who also do not 
qualify for Medicaid or other safety net programs.  In 2005-2006, the program helped 22 students 
cover critical health care costs that they would have otherwise been unable to cover either due to 
insufficient health care coverage or no health insurance coverage at all.  
 

■ 
HEALTH CARE TAXI FUND

Need: Student emergency health care 
 

Many students struggle to put themselves through school.  When a medical situation arises that does 
not require an ambulance, it is difficult for some students to get to and from the hospital because they 
may not be able to drive themselves or have anyone else drive them.  The result is that Weigel Health 
Center staff members use their own personal funds to cover transportation costs to and from the 
hospital.   

■ 
COMMUNITY SERVICE DAY 
Need: Community beautification  

 
Held in late April of each year, Community Service Day involves a 
diverse group of 275 students, faculty, and staff, not to mention a 
number of neighborhood community partners, in a community 
project designed to beautify a particular neighborhood through the 
planting of a community park/garden.  
 

Funding Required: $500 - $2,000 for trees, supplies, equipment, and refreshments 
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STUDY ABROAD SCHOLARSHIP SUPPORT
Need: Scholarship support for deserving students 

 
Buffalo State College offers a variety of eight study abroad programs for its students.  However, in order 
for study abroad opportunities to become a reality for many of our students, scholarship funds are 
needed to cover extra costs for students who may not be able to participate in the program due to 
financial constraints.  Internationalization on campus is becoming an increasingly important component 
for our students’ academic experience. 
 

■ 
 

NUTRITION EDUCATION AND COUNSELING CENTER
Need: To promote health, reduce obesity and disease prevention 

 
The Dietetics and Nutrition Department seeks to formalize its education, 
research, and community service activity through the establishment of a 
Nutrition Education and Counseling Center. The Buffalo State Nutrition 

Education and Counseling Center (NECC) will be dedicated to health promotion and disease 
prevention through nutrition counseling, education, research, and community outreach. 

 
■ 
 

SUPPORT FOR POST-PARTUM DEPRESSION (PPD) 
Need: To identify access to PPD care needs for women throughout Western New York 
 
The project seeks to identify access to PPD care barriers for women residing in Western New York. 
The findings will be used to improve access to PPD care.  This project will expand a recently 
completed pilot study needs assessment conducted primarily in Buffalo, NY to assess access to PPD 
care.   
 

■ 
 

BOOK BUDDIES 
Need: To provide enhance reading opportunities for 2nd and 6th grade students 
 
Book Buddies will take place in two West Seneca elementary schools, Winchester and Potter’s 
Road. The project will provide students with opportunities to read with a partner; develop their self-
efficacy for reading; foster self-esteem; and, will provide teachers with the opportunity to observe the 
benefits of children reading books of their choice with partners.  
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