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A NOTE FOR MOM OR 

DAD:

November 13-19, 2005 is the 

19th annual Geography 

Awareness Week. This 

year's theme is Migration: 

The Human Journey. The 

New York State Geographic 

Alliance, a statewide group of 

educators, invites you to join 

with your child in learning 

about the world. Have a great 

GAW! And, donÕt forget that 

Wednesday the 16th is Wear 

A Geography Tee Shirt Day!  

Any shirt with words or 

pictures showing a location  

will do! What geography 

theme are you wearing?!

GEOGRAPHY AWARENESS WEEK - NOVEMBER 13-19, 2005

BRING GEOGRAPHY HOME - FAMILY ACTIVITY CARD

WHO LIVES IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD!

Go to 

www.census.gov

. Look underneath the population clock 

for the population finder. Enter your zip code and GO. Click on 

the FACT SHEET.  Under "Social Characteristics," look at the 

columns. What do the numbers represent? Compare the 

percentage of foreign born in your zip code with the percentage 

of the U.S. population. Now do the same for "languages other 

than English at home." Why do you think people move to your 

neighborhood? Ask your parents how your family came to live 

here. Now take a walk. Look around your neighborhood. Look at 

signs, street names, restaurants, stores. Is there any evidence of 

migration here? Go back to "social characteristics” on the census 

website. Click on "show more." Look for the tables showing 

places of birth, languages, and ancestry. How does this data 

compare with your observations?  Look at the rest of the data. 

What do you now know about your neighborhood?

MAKE YOUR OWN MIGRATION MAP! 

Interview friends and family.Ź Make a list of 

countries their families migrated from. Now 

use colored pencils or markers, and draw a 

line (on the adjacent map) from each 

country to where they live now. We did two 

of ours for you! How many lines can you 

add from people you know!Ź DonÕt be afraid 

to use an atlas or your textbook to help!

JJA

For more activities, visit the NYGA website at 

http://www.buffalostate.edu/orgs/NYGA .


