PDS Consortium Meeting
April 28th, 2006

Winchester Elementary School

8-10am

Attendance:  Buffalo State faculty members, NCCC faculty, principals, students, and 15 cooperating teachers attended the meeting.  See sign in sheet.

Thank you:  Leslie Day introduced and thanked Robert for his and Jenn’s work over the past year and presented Robert with a cake as a token of our appreciation.  Jenn was unable to attend because she is busy teaching!  Our congratulations, and best wishes go out to them both for continued success in the future.

Welcome:  Leslie Day thanked Brian Graham, principal of Winchester Elementary, for hosting our final meeting of the year. 

Announcements:

· Sheets for the 2006 retreat were available to sign-up for a preferred date.
· Sign-up sheets were provided for anyone interested in hosting a PDS event for 2006-07.
· Dr. Paterson informed us that SUNY is recognizing PDS as a “good thing” and that six Action Research Projects will be funded in the coming year.  Dr. Paterson also announced that Jenn and Robert will be receiving the Outstanding Leadership in PDS Award at the, Outstanding Undergraduate in Elementary Education Awards Banquet.  
· David Henry informed us of graduate courses being offered during the summer and fall semesters including, Gifted/Talented EDU 509, CRS 626, and People of the Longhouse. 

PDS Connection with the Community:  Mike Scolnick from the Olmsted Center for the Visually Impaired provided us with information on purchasing art smocks.  The creation of the art smocks provides textile work for the visually impaired.  Pamphlets were provided along with contact and ordering information.  

Student Teacher Presentation:  Drew Olczak, provided us with his insight on lessons he taught over the past semester at Native American Magnet, and John A. Scoile.  

Keynote Speaker:  Sam Chaltain, with First Amendment Schools, spoke of his national program to reconnect schools and students to fundamental grounds of democracy and rights.   First Amendment books may be requested.
Next Regular Meeting will be announced later in the summer.  Please continue to check our PDS website for updates.  www.buffalostate.edu/elementaryeducation/pds
See you at the PDS Retreat on Friday, September 29th!

Please print out these minutes to save for your PDS records.  Thank you.  
Respectfully submitted by Shari Jakubowski
