PDS Advisory Council Meeting Minutes

April 27, 2007

10:00-11:30

Hoover Elementary
Attendance: Amy Bianchi, Sarah Kwiatkowski, Leslie Day, Karen Drew, David Pomerantz, Barbara Smith, Nancy Chicola, Jim Mule, Tom Sadowski, Hibajene Shandomo, Fran Paskowitz, Warren Gleckel, Tom McCully, Judy Burley, John Wiertel, Kathy Wood, and Jane Neapolitan attended the meeting.  
1. Approval of the March Minutes:  The minutes from the March 2, 2007 Advisory Council Meeting were approved by consensus.

2. Old Business:

Budget:  On target with our $75,000 budget.  PDS used money from budget to help support Jane’s visit.  $75,000 has been approved for next school year.

Teacher Candidate ID Badges:  Teachers that have students in a PDS school can fill out a request form from Mary Bailey or Karen Drew for student ID badges for the fall.  They hope to have ID badges streamlined for the fall.  All PDS teacher candidates need these badges by fall semester.
Website Statistics Report:  Specifics of website activity are in the report.  The report will be posted soon on the PDS website.

Mini Grants:  All mini grants are due by October 26th for review.  These will be available on the website and will be distributed to the faculty as well.
Self Studies: Eight (8) self studies have been completed electronically.  On the hard copy, we tallied where each Advisory Council member evaluated our PDS as beginning, developing, or At Standard.  This information is being summarized on the FIPSE database for PDS.  We appreciate all the work you did completing your self-studies.

Slates: Carla Longo-DiChristina was not present at the meeting, so Leslie reported on the upcoming slate.  We will have two (2) or three (3) faculty openings for the PDS Advisory Council.  The BSC faculty will vote to elect members to the Council.  In December, some partnership member’s terms will expire.  Please put forth new names and/or indicate to Carla if you wish to serve another term.
3. New Business:

NNER:  Warren Gleckel spoke on behalf of Paul Theobald and the efforts to get Buffalo State College to join the NNER and be recognized as a North Eastern Regional Center.  Paul Theobald would be happy to sit in with the Advisory Council or speak at the Consortium meeting to answer questions about the NNER.


• Leslie Day: commented on the strenuous application process for NNER.  She mentioned that few are accepted and it costs $5000 once accepted.  She is wondering where the money would come from, would we need a separate director for the program and what would the affect be on our PDS.  The research potential should be explored.

• Jane Neapolitan:  Commented that NNER is the best.  It gives an example of a model that the rest of us should strive for.


• Kathy Wood: Mentions that being part of NNER may help Buffalo State recruit faculty.

Retreat Planning:  The retreat is currently scheduled for September 28, 2007.  We ask that everyone attend at least one (1) summer meeting.  The meeting dates below were agreed upon at the Advisory Council meeting:

Monday, June 4, 2007- Noon- Campus House boardroom

Thursday, July 12, 2997 – 9am- on campus (Leslie Day will get a location)

Tuesday, August 14, 2007 – 9am – Location TBA
Keynote Speaker:  Ideas were discussed for the keynote speaker for the retreat including: a speaker from NNER (Warren Gleckel will talk to Paul), Wendy Paterson, and Gary Howard.
Retreat:  Our biggest complaints, although relatively small, about past retreats are about parking and the quality of the food.  It may cost too much money to take the retreat off campus.  We are working on getting the social hall for our use during the retreat.  We will explore the options.  At the retreat there will be 9 breakout sessions lasting 30-45 minutes.  We encourage the presentation of master’s projects, possibly a presentation from ACEI students and we also encourage teacher candidates to do poster presentations.  Those who received action research mini-grants are expected to present.
4. 
Jane Neapolitan: Outside consultant, Jane Neapolitan, spoke to the PDS Advisory Council about her findings about our PDS from her previous visit.  She stated that she started with a set of guiding questions and that the report about our PDS will be crafted around her answering of these questions.  She feels that we have excellent management in our Consortium.  She feels that it is critical that we have a full time director that deals solely with PDS.  The effectiveness of our PDS is only going to come if we can measure the impact of student learning.  
5.  Adjournment
Please print these minutes out to save for your PDS records.  Thank You.

Respectfully submitted by Sarah Kwiatkowski

