PDS Council Meeting Minutes

November 2, 2007

10:00-11:00

Early Childhood Center School #90

Attendance: Leslie Day, Amy Bianchi, Sarah Kwiatkowski, Brooke Salzman, Nancy Chicola, Tom McCully, David Pomerantz, Karen Drew, Denise Segars-McPhatter, Carla Longo, Jim Mule, Hibajene Shandomo, Tom Sadowski, Robin Zahm attended the meeting.   

1. Approval of July 12, 2007 Minutes: The minutes from the July 12, 2007 Advisory Council Meeting were approved by consensus.  No additions were made


All previous recent minutes from Consortium and Council were also 
approved.

2. Old Business: 

Retreat Goals updated from retreat: Will be emailed to everyone in the Advisory Council within the next week and will be discussed at our next meeting. The focus groups, which were not completed during the advisory council meeting, were about if and how to align teacher education courses. One example is the MIITC program needed a course prior to entering the Elementary School PDS and EDU 311W. Some of our other courses need to be updated and No Child Left Behind needs to be added and modernized (possibly in EDF 203 - School and Society). 

Mini-grants/applications/project evaluations: Brooke Salzman followed up with her presentation earlier in the Consortium Meeting.   3 applications received.  Applications are available on-line or from the PDS office.
Retreat evaluation: Sarah Kwiatkowski followed up with her presentation on the retreat evaluations and book impact. High marks for the retreat, particularly the BOCES location and the action research presentations.
Website Usage: Amy Bianchi followed up with her presentation given at the retreat on the website statistics for the spring and summer.  Numbers continue to climb as the PDS website receives additional visitors.
Announcements: 1. DonorsChoose information night is Tuesday November 6, 2007. 2.Tom McCully with the students from a Teacher Group at NCCC will donate the money they fundraise to a school through DonorsChoose. 

NNER follow-up: Leslie Day discussed thoughts about NNER and presentation, the compliments they received, and the discussion she had with the president of the Governing Council from NNER. Overall it was a good experience and both Leslie and Wendy Paterson met a lot of people, learned more about the benefits of the NNER, and its similarities to the SOE/PDS strategic vision of democratic principles and social justice.  

Art Work: Tom Sadowski discussed how children have been creating artwork on donated canvases of different sizes and will be displayed in the Dean’s Office. For more information or a canvas, see Tom Sadowski. 

3. New Business:
Possible discussion of Jane Neapolitan’s Report/Future of PDS: There is a new position being created and will be housed in Teacher Certification. The Advisory council was curious as to what this would mean to the current governance procedures of the PDS?
Tom McCully made a motion to discuss Jane’s report and also the new position of PDS director with the Dean of Education Ron Rochon. The vote had 13 yes and one abstention.  A letter to the Dean was drafted and will be sent. 

NAPDS Conference: Sarah Kwiatkowski, Amy Bianchi, and Brooke Salzman sent in a proposal to present in the poster session (Role of Teacher Candidates in Governance). Leslie Day, Sarah Kwiatkowski, Amy Bianchi, and Brooke Salzman sent in a proposal to present as A Day in the Life of Teacher Candidate in PDS. They are awaiting confirmation. 

Online Journal of Inquiry: Link will be up on the website and get involved by sending in your ideas and celebrations. 

4. Adjournment 

Please print out these minutes to save for your PDS records. Thank You.

Respectfully submitted by Amy Bianchi
