PDS Consortium Meeting

November 3rd 2006

Science Museum

8-10am

Attendance:  30 Buffalo State and NCCC faculty members, 14 principals, 11 students, and 11 cooperating teachers attended the meeting.  See sign in sheet.

Welcome:  Leslie Day thanked Karen Wallace, and the staff of the Science Museum, for hosting meeting.  We also introduced new  

Highlighting with Science Museum

A. Karen Wallace elaborated on the significance of the Connections Room, including how it connects research, assets, scientists and experiences.
B. Dr. John Graham explained how “real” the Connections Room is to him, as a scientist.  He stressed the exploration aspects of it.  
C. David Henry discussed his Junior Participants learning experiences, including the inquiry skills they acquired through their field experience at the Science Museum School.  Greg, one of Mr. Henry’s cooperating teachers, explained how teachers let students do it all on their own.  He highlighted how students are able to transfer information to learning.  
D. Wendy McLeish’s Junior Participants:  Jillian Flick, Nicole Morris and Lisa Sukdolak presented their contributions to the science museum.  They each created and donated science kits.
E.  Complimentary admission tickets to the Science Museum were presented to our guests by Karen Wallace.    

Exploration!-All guests were invited to explore the Connections and Wee Explorers rooms.  Dr. John Graham circulated the rooms, answering questions and offering guidance.
Announcements:

· Action Research-watch for checks.  They should be arriving shortly. 
· Calendar and host schools confirmed for the rest of the year’s meetings.  December 1st will be at Hoover Elementary, March 2nd at Winchester Elementary, and April 27th at Buffalo Public School #82.
· PDS Evaluator-Jane Neapolitan will join us for April 27th meeting.  Mrs. Day stressed the importance of this visit, including our role as part of the National Consortium of PDS.  
· Reminder that we must have 100% compliance with self studies.  Please finish electronic versions by end of this semester.
· Literacy Grants are still available.  The paperwork was placed in Retreat Folders.  Please contact Lori Quigley if you’re interested in pursuing one of these grants.  
See you at the next meeting on December 1st at Hoover Elementary.  Please access our website for directions and details, www.buffalostate.edu/pds.
Please print out these minutes to save for your PDS records.  Thank you.  
