PDS Consortium Meeting Minutes

November 2, 2007
8:00-10:00 

Early Childhood Center School #90
  
Attendance: 73 were in attendance including: 14 cooperating teachers, 9 principals, 29 BSC/NCCC Faculty, and 21 Students
I. Welcome- Leslie Day welcomed everyone to the final regular meeting of the 2007 year, including all of the people who are new to PDS, and thanked School #90 allowing us to come to their school.  Mrs. Polino was given a hostess thank you gift.  School #90 outdid themselves with a welcoming committee of teacher candidates, a lovely sign, and decorations.  The next PDS meeting will be at BSC on December 7th to discuss the upcoming NCATE visit.
Presentations-
II. Jean Polino welcomed everyone to the primary site of the Charles Drew Magnet School. She shared a little about the school including its focus on science and their 10 million dollar reconstruction project which created a developmentally appropriate 21st century building with a redesigned curriculum courtyard.
III. Joy Keubler & Barbara Shaughnessy discussed the reason behind the courtyard as well as the creation of the courtyard. There were two courtyards created; one was a Zen courtyard which is surrounded by two special education classrooms and the faculty room and the other was the main courtyard surrounded by a lot of the classrooms. Barbara Shaughnessy expressed that many children are not able to experience and explore the outdoors; so in the creation of the courtyard they wanted children be able to use the inquiry approach to be active in a safe outdoor environment. Joy Keubler, the landscape architect, explained the different areas of the courtyard and how they can support the curriculum in areas of math, science, music, art, geology, geography, and language arts. Teachers, Teacher Candidates including student teachers are required to have the students use the outdoor lesson area at least once every six day cycle. Thank you for an impressive presentation!
IV. Announcements- 
a. We would like to thank Project Flight for the books that were donated for today’s meeting. 

b. Online Journal- Here you can share the research you have conducted at the PDS Schools. The link will be posted on the PDS website within the next week. 

c. December 7th meeting will be held on the Buffalo State College campus for the NCATE meeting. You will receive a formal invitation in the next few weeks. 

d. Updated Website- Amy Bianchi shared that the website is being updated daily with the PowerPoints from the action research presenters as well as other highlights. If you have something you would like to share please email Mrs. Day at daylk@buffalostate.edu and we will post it. 

e. PDS Retreat Minutes from the September 28, 2007 retreat at Erie 1 BOCES were accepted. 
f. Wendy Paterson would like principals to send the surveys they received at the retreat to her ASAP so we can update and make important changes in our PDS. 

V. Reports-

a. Sarah Kwiatkowski explained and displayed her findings on the PDS Retreat Evaluations and Book Impact. These evaluations were based on a 5 point likert scale and overall the results showed an increased satisfaction in most of the surveyed areas, particularly location and action research presentations.
b. Brooke Salzman reviewed the mini-grant applications in addition to her research on the Action Research evaluations she has collected. Please send in your Action Research paperwork.  If you have any questions, contact Brooke or the PDS website for more information. 

Presentations-

VI. Susan Browne and Nancy Kalinowski, Pre-K teachers, expressed their techniques on how to effectively implement a developmentally appropriate pre-school writing workshop. Susan Browne explained and showed that they use many techniques to help students interact with letters. Some of the techniques are using markers, dictated writing, play dough manipulation, name study, pictures with their name cards, name word walls, bingo dabbing names, alphabet matching, sorting, and putting in order, music, role playing with puppets, retelling and acting out stories.  Nancy Kalinowski discussed the steps to writing workshop as 1. Talk 2. Write 3. Share. Children share what their story is with the teacher before they write it so the adults can help with details in pictures and words. They also have family word walls with pictures cut out of magazines and seasonal word walls. Some of the other techniques to extending language is field trips, visitors, authors, cooking, center time, list writing, simple rubrics, conferencing with students, dictated writing on a sticky note, five minute writing and five minute sharing where students can turn their papers over if they do not want to share. Thank you for an impressive presentation!
IV.
Next Meeting-



NCATE Preparation Meeting for all PDS PARTNERS – December 7, 2007 
on the BSC campus!!  Please attend.  We need your support!


Our next regular PDS Consortium meeting will be held on February 29, 2008 at Poplar Elementary!
Please print out these minutes to save for your PDS records.  Thank you.  
Check out the PDS website:  www.buffalostate.edu/pds/
WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Do you have a best practice research project to share on our highlights page?  Are your teacher candidates doing something great?  Let us know!  Please send contributions to daylk@buffalostate.edu
Respectfully submitted by Amy Bianchi
