PDS Council Meeting Minutes

December 1, 2006

10:00-11:30
Hoover Elementary
Attendance:  Leslie Day, Shari Jakubowski-Peters, Lindsey Seitz, Denise Segars-McPhatter, Laura Harris, Barb Smith, Karen Drew, Lori Quigley, Nancy Chicola, Tom McCully, Fran Paskowitz, Hibajene Shandomo, David Pomerantz, Warren Gleckel, Michelle Clark, Amy Bianchi, and Sarah Kwiatkowski

1.   Approval of November Minutes:  The minutes from the November 3, 2006 Advisory Council Meeting were approved by consensus.  

2. Old Business:  Leslie Day once again thanked Lindsey Seitz and Shari Jakubowski for their work with the council over the past year and welcomed Sarah Kwiatkowski and Amy Bianchi as the 2007 PDS Council student representatives.

SOE Action Research Mini-Grants/Literacy Grants (Nancy Chicola):  Five of the six mini-grants have been approved.  Literacy Grants are still open and will be reviewed soon.

Budget:  Our budget is currently operating to allow us to fund six action research projects.  We are looking into the possibility of a summer budget.

Outside Consultant and Self-Studies/Set up visitations:  Volunteer lists were passed out during the consortium meetings according to our focus group set up.  We are currently checking on school schedules for closures during Jane’s February visit.  

Comments posed to the group in regards to our PDS evaluation:
· David Pmerantz shared questions he created for Jane and a request for other questions was made by Leslie Day.  

· Warren Gleckel made suggestions to accent evidence that our PDS is better than the basic model.  Jane is our spokesperson and she needs to understand what sets us apart.
· Karen Drew commented on how we take our loyalty to our community and institutions one step further.

· Barb Smith commented on post graduate statistics; Dean’s List surveys to prove the evidence of what our goals are.

· Leslie day commented on quality placements and asked if we (PDS) should have better control over this.  It’s not only about getting bigger we want to get better!  We need to operate under a cohort model in a PDS “community of practice.”  Perhaps we should create “Mentoring the Mentor” sessions that would be mandatory for all future co-operating teachers (summer program? In-service hours for training?)

3.  New Business:  
Teacher Candidate Picture ID Badges (Mary Bailey) Pre-service teachers can get college name tags at no cost that will be specific to PDS.  It is planned that there will be the need for approximately 500 to start and 100 for each semester after that.  ID badges will either be prepared at the library or a remote location, details to follow.  Holders for the tags can be purchased for a small fee at the bookstore.  There will be a $10 replacement fee for lost tags.  PDS will work on a design and decide whether tags will include expiration dates.  
Focus Groups:  The focus groups will continue working on ideas and putting plans into action.

4.  Adjournment
Please print out these minutes to save for your PDS records.  Thank you.  
Respectfully submitted by Shari Jakubowski
