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Project Description:

Approximately 70 students in second grade were assigned to a sixth grade buddy. High interest books were purchased with the grant funds. Each classroom had its own set of books to be used during buddy reading sessions. The researchers spent 45 minutes with each 6th grade class discussing their responsibilities (e. g., how to complete the book log), the importance of mentoring younger children and modeling how to read a book and ask questions to promote discussion while reading. The second and sixth graders met once a week from February through May (15 weeks) to read the books to each other and discuss them. The students kept a log of the books they read which included a short evaluation of the book. The buddies were involved in one of two culminating projects. Buddies either made a hard cover book together or a square for a quilt illustrating a favorite book they read together.

Students' attitudes toward reading were assessed before and after the program. A survey was administered at the end of the program to assess the students' attitudes toward buddy reading. Several students were also interviewed at the end of the program. In order to elicit the teachers' perceptions of the program, teachers were asked to keep ongoing reflective journals and to complete a survey at the end of the project.

Goals:

· To foster an affective domain of reading in beginning readers and students in middle school grades

· To provide second graders with the opportunity to read and to be read to on an individual basis To provide an opportunity for sixth grade students to serve as mentors to younger children and as model readers for beginning readers

· To increase voluntary reading of both the second and sixth grade students involved in the project

Results:

Taking what was learned in the 2001-2002 book buddy project and an extensive review of

professional literature, we believe the data show that the program was strengthened to make it a

valuable and positive experience for both second and sixth graders. While the 2nd graders' attitudes toward buddy reading was positiye in both projects, the 6th graders' attitudes improved. Some of the results are:
· More 6th graders reported that they liked reading the books to their buddies "a lot" in the new project (2001-2: 26%; 2003-4: 44%)
· More 6th graders reported that they liked the books they read "a lot" (2001-2: 26%; 2003​4: 48%)
· More 6th graders reported that reading with their buddy helped them read better "a lot" (2001-2: 14%; 2003-4: 32%)
· More 6th graders reported that they would like to be part of the Book Buddy Project again (2001-2: 33%; 2003-4: 45%)

Conclusion:


Based on the survey results, student interviews, and teacher comments, we found that the book buddy program was successful because of the changes made to the program. We believe that the following factors contributed to the program's success:
· The 6th graders had new books in their own classroom to select for buddy reading.
· The 6th graders participated in a "training" session to show them how to read with their buddies. 
· The importance of mentoring younger children was discussed with the 6th graders.

· The 2nd and 6th graders participated in a creative project together at the end of the program.

