Annual Retreat of the

Professional Development School (PDS) Consortium

School of Education

Meeting Minutes

September 29, 2006

I. Attendance:  51 Buffalo State and NCCC faculty members, 20 cooperating teachers, 15 principals, and 11 students attended the retreat. 
II. Breakfast Gathering and Networking:  Time was given before the retreat was called to order for networking and for breakfast.  This year’s breakfast consisted of assorted muffins, pastries, fresh fruit, coffee, tea, bottled juices, and bottled water.
III. Welcome and Introductions:  Leslie Day, director of PDS at BSC, welcomed the assembly to the annual retreat and thanked them for their attendance.  Dr. Nancy Chicola, Interim Chair, EER, addressed the assembly on behalf of the EER department and welcomed Dr. Ron Rochon, School of Education Dean.  Dean Rochon briefly spoke on behalf of the School of Education, commending PDS for all of its dedication and achievements.  

IV. PDS Business
a. By-laws:  The proposed amendments approved by the Advisory Council were presented for the Consortium partners.  Copies of the by-laws were provided in each folder.  The by-laws were voted upon and approved.  

b. Yearly Goals:  The three year goal plan was presented and reviewed. It identified goals that were met, and those goals still needing to be met.  Hand-outs were included in the folders.
c. Meeting Schedule:  Two dates for the Spring 2007 Consortium meetings were scheduled for March 2nd, 8:00-11:00am at Winchester Elementary and April 27th, 8:00-11:00am at BPS #82.  Thank you to Kathleen Brachmann, principal at Winchester and Denise Segars- McPhatter principal at School #82 for hosting us.
d. Evaluation:  Leslie Day reviewed the evaluation form for the 2006 retreat, which was included in each attendee’s folder.  It was asked that they be filled out and turned in at the concluding session.

V. “Student Candidate Knowledge of PDS”- Lindsey Seitz, student representative for PDS:  Lindsey Seitz presented the assembly with an overview of her research on teacher candidates and their knowledge and understanding of what PDS is and what we do.  Lindsey has completed the initial phase on her on-going research which included surveying students across the EER program.  Results of this research were presented along with the next phase which will include the implementation of an action plan to begin educating teacher candidates on what the Professional Development Schools Consortium does for them.
VI. PDS Website Activity- Shari Jakubowski, student representative for PDS:  Shari Jakubowski addressed the assembly with a preview of the annual report of the PDS website activity.  The number of visitors for the Spring and Summer semesters is up from 2005.  Total page views, average sessions per day, average page views per day, and length of sessions are all up from the numbers presented in the 2005 report.  The complete annual report for 2006 will be completed and posted on the website in early January of 2007.  
VII. Break-Out Sessions:  Participants of the retreat attended three break-out sessions.  The first break out session for the 2006 retreat was designed this year to create role-alike focus groups.  Student teacher supervisors, principals, cooperating teachers, faculty, and teacher candidates met together for the first session to complete focus group questions for each particular group.  Responses to the focus groups have been collected and will be posted to the website for review.  Two more break-out session were comprised of presentations from BSC faculty and graduate students.  These presentations will be available for viewing on the PDS website.  
VIII. Celebratory remarks from President Howard, BSC:  President Howard addressed the assembly commending PDS for its dedication to the community at large and the community created between BSC and our professional development schools.  
IX. Lunch:  Lunch this year was presented through Sodexho.  The theme for our lunch was a Barbeque.  Due to the potential for bad weather the lunch was moved from Perry Quad to indoors.  
X. Keynote:  PUSH Physical Theatre:  This year’s keynote presentation was given by PUSH Physical Theatre.  PUSH Physical Theatre gave a wonderful performance for the assembly that included audience participation and an analysis of the show as it progressed.  The performers, including the lead, Darren Stevenson, narrated their performance with how each scene had a curriculum correlation.  
XI. Wrap up and closing remarks/ Evaluation:  Leslie Day concluded the retreat thanking everyone for attending and for their continuous dedication to PDS.  Evaluations were handed in and the results will be assessed and used for reflection upon the 2006 Annual Retreat and for the planning of the 2007 Annual Retreat.  
Next Meeting will be Friday, November 3rd, 2006 from 8-11am at the Buffalo Science Museum.  Please continue to check our PDS website for updates.
www.buffalostate.edu/elementaryeducation/pds
Please print out these minutes to save for your PDS records.  Thank you.  
Respectfully submitted by Shari Jakubowski
