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Great Minds the Shaped Our Intellectual World 

Jane Austen  
Pride and Prejudice, Chapter One, Jane Austen 
Portrait of Jane Austen 
“Interview: V S Naipaul talks to Farrukh Dhondy” Literary Review, April 06, 2006 
The Cambridge Companion to Jane Austen, Excerpt from Chapter 3, Rachel M. Brownstein 
Video: Famous Authors: Jane Austen, 1775-1817  

Ludvig van Beethoven 
Symphony No. 9 in D Minor, op.125, “Choral” Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra 
“Review of Symphony No. 9,” Edward Yadzinski BPO Program Notes, December 2005 
“The Ninth Symphony” from Beethoven: The Music and the Life, Lewis Lockwood. 
Photos: Bust of Ludvig van Beethoven, Life Masks, Franz Klein, Original Score of the Ode to Joy and 
Title Page of Piano Concerto No.5, Hapsburg Palace  
Video: Famous Composers: Ludwig van Beethoven: 1770-1827 

Marie Curie 
 “Radium and Radioactivity,” Mme. Marie Curie, Century Magazine, January 1904 
“Marie Curie: In the Laboratory and on the Battlefield,” Lawrence Badash 
Photos: The First World Physics Conference in 1911, Fifth Solvay Conference, Marie Curie with husband 
Videos: Marie Curie: Radioactivity and the Discovery of Radium, Introduction to Nuclear Energy, The 
Curies and Nuclear Medicine 

Charles Darwin 
The Origin of Species, Excerpt from Chapter XV, “Recapitulation and Conclusion”  
Photos: HMS Beagle in Sydney Harbour, "Where Darwin went with the Beagle", Map: the Beagle's 
voyage, 1831-36, John Thomas Scopes (1900-1970), Man is But a Worm Cartoon 
“Some Notion, However Imperfect…” 
Videos: The Origin of Species, Life Science: Evolution 

Sigmund Freud  
The Interpretation of Dreams, Chapter II: “The Method of Interpreting Dreams: An Analysis of a 
Specimen Dream,” Sigmund Freud 
“Freud in Our Midst,” Jerry Adler 
Freud: A Life for Our Time, Peter Gay, pp. 267-274. 
Photos: Sigmund Freud, Freud’s Couch, Gustav Klimt Artwork – Four Paintings 
Video: Great Books: Freud's Interpretation of Dreams 

Mahatma Gandhi 
The Story of My Experiments with Truth, Introduction, Mahatma Gandhi 
“Gandhi's Human Touch,” Madhu Dandavate 
Gandhi: Four Photographs 
Video: Men of Our Time: Gandhi 

Imhotep  
The Civilization of Ancient Egypt, pp. 35-37, Paul Johnson 
“The Masterpiece of a Demigod: The story of the recent amazing discovery of the first stone building in 
the world,” Dr. George A. Reisner 
Photos: Bronze Statuette of Imhotep, The Step Pyramid at Saqqara, Egypt 



Lao-tzu 
Photos: Lao-tzu Drawing, Ritual Bronze Vessels from 6th century B.C. 
The Tao of Leadership, Introduction and Chapters 1 through 10, John Heider 
The Tao of Writing, Excerpt from Part 1, Ralph L. Wahlstrom 

Leonardo da Vinci  
Photos: Sketch of Flying Machines, Sketch of Movement of Birds, The Mona Lisa, The Last Supper, 
Vitruvian Man 
Excerpt from “The Mystic Smile,” The New Republic, Rochelle Gurstein 
“Does 'The Da Vinci Code' Crack Leonardo?” The New York Times, Bruce Boucher 
Video: Leonardo Da Vinci 

Nelson Mandela  
Nelson Mandela – Nobel Lecture and Acceptance Speech 
Photos: Nelson Mandela, Nelson Mandela Meets with de Klerk, Nelson Mandela and Walter Sisulu in 
Prison 
“The Shifting Sands Of Illusion,” Nelson Mandela 
“Nelson Mandela Address” During a Joint Sitting of Parliament to Mark 10 years of Democracy 
Videos:  Freedom Fighters, Mandela & Apartheid, Part I: Violence in South Africa, Mandela & Apartheid, 
Part II: Actions, Demands, and the End of Apartheid, Nelson Mandela Addresses Congress, 1990 

Karl Marx  
The Communist Manifesto, Chapter 1: “Bourgeois and Proletarians,” Karl Marx, 1848 
“Estranged Labour” from Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844, Karl Marx 
History of Economic Analysis, Excerpt from Part III, Joseph A. Schumpeter 
Photo: Karl Marx 
 
Maria Montessori 
The Montessori Method, Chapter One, Maria Montessori 
Maria Montessori: a biography, Rita Kramer, excerpts, Foreword by Anna Freud 
Illustrations from The Montessori Method 
Photos: Maria Montessori, Fred Rogers and Jonathan Kozol 

Pablo Picasso 
Art for Dummies, Chapter 15: “Modern Art” Thomas Hoving 
Photos: Pablo Picasso; Early Work: Self-portrait (1899-1900), Blue Period: The Old Guitarist (1903), 
Rose Period: Boy with a Pipe (1905), Cubism: Gertrude Stein (1906), Cubism: Les Demoiselles 
d'Avignon (1907), Late Work: Guernica (1937) 
Video: Pablo Picasso 

William Shakespeare 
Othello, The Moor Of Venice, William Shakespeare Excerpts from Acts I, IV and V. 
Shakespeare, The Invention of the Human, Excerpt from "To the Reader," Harold Bloom 
“Shakespeare’s Failure,” Leo Tolstoy Part II, translated by V. Tchertkoff 
Photos: Elizabeth I: The Coronation Portrait, c. 1600, Elizabeth I: The Armada Portrait, c 1588, A 
Performance of One of Shakespeare's Plays, London in 1620, with the Original London Bridge  
Video: Famous Authors: William Shakespeare: 1564-1616 

Alan Turing 
“Computing Machinery and Intelligence,” Mind, A Quarterly Review of Psychology and Philosophy, 
October 1950, Alan Turing 
“Code Breaker, The life and death of Alan Turing,” The New Yorker, Jim Holt 
The Man Who Knew Too Much: Alan Turing and the Invention of the Computer, Chapter One, David 
Leavitt 
Photos: Alan Turing, Alan Turing: World Class Distance Runner 


